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Dear Class of 2020 and FC Senior Families: 
 
 
As we move closer to the end of the 19-20 School Year, I am pleased to share with you the 
culminating activities and events for our graduating seniors, the Class of 2020.  As hard 
working and dedicated young adults, our senior class needs to be applauded and celebrated 
for their resiliency, patience, and flexibility as they endured the most unusual senior year.  
Our graduating seniors have worked hard over the course of 13 years to grow, learn, and 
develop into amazing young adults ready to tackle the ways of the world.  Although this 
school year may not have turned out the way most would have anticipated, the continued 
successes of this graduating class have been demonstrated through their personal 
accomplishments, support for one another, and dedication to the FC motto—Future 
Focused.     
 
Since our county’s transition into the yellow phase under Governor Wolf’s reopening plan, 
our county and school entities are still under strict parameters which limit the size of 
gatherings to no more than 25 individuals.  This established restriction includes activities 
and/or events which are held both inside and outside of a structured setting and/or 
building.  Therefore, the District Administration has worked with our School Board, Student 
Representatives, School Law Enforcement, Local Law Enforcement, County Health 
Agencies, and our District Solicitor to work within the given parameters to plan, organize, 
and implement celebratory events for the Class of 2020.  We are continually working to 
balance the expectations of traditional celebrations while adhering to health and safety 
requirements for our students, our families, and our educational community.   
 
In relation to our 2020 commencement exercise, the District Administration has been 
diligently working with many stakeholders and community agencies to construct a carefully 
designed celebration for the Class of 2020.  In place of a traditional community graduation, 
we have planned a commencement celebration which can best meet the overarching desires 
of graduating seniors while adhering to social distancing protocols.  After contemplating the 
various commencement structures shared by multiple schools across our region, state, and 
nation, plans from virtual to drive by, car load celebrations, drive in theatres, alternative 
venue, and other types of social distancing celebrations/ceremonies—Fort Cherry 
commencement plans have been finalized to include in-person mini ceremonies for each 
graduate and his/her family to experience the traditional “walk across the stage,” diploma 
obtainment, and photo opportunity.   
 
The Fort Cherry 2020 Commencement will be held on Friday, June 12, 2020, as 
originally scheduled with the mini ceremony format for each graduate and up to 14 close 
family/friends.  The District will be live streaming and recording the mini ceremonies, along 
with student orators, music selections, and the confirming of the diplomas and the Class of 
2020.  



Each mini ceremony will be approximately 5 minutes in length on a rotation basis beginning 
at 11 AM through 8 PM.  A sign-up for an individual ceremony times will be sent out on the 
morning of May 26th.  The mini ceremony sign up will be on a first come basis.  Each family 
will be asked to arrive at least 20 minutes prior to their ceremony time, but no more than 30 
minutes early.  The designated time frames will allow school personnel to adhere to the time 
slots for all graduates throughout the day while implementing appropriate social distancing 
protocols.  We suggest you start to plan what time of day would be best for you, your family, 
and your guests.  More information will be forthcoming about the specifics of the day and 
the mini ceremony sign up instructions. 
 
In addition to Commencement, the following celebrations have been planned for the Class of 
2020 throughout the next few weeks: 
 
May 20  Cap & Gown Pictures, HS Gym Entrance, District Campus (12 – 3  

PM, sign up complete) 
 
May 22 & 25  No School – Enjoy a long weekend with family/friends 
 
May 29  Last Day for Seniors 
 

Senior Send Off at 2 PM, HS Parking Lot, District Campus (Decorate 
your car and arrive to campus around 1:45 PM to celebrate the last day; 
teachers and school personnel will provide a celebratory sendoff 
through social distancing protocols)  

 
June 2-5 Senior Collection of School Resources, HS Cafeteria, District Campus 

(Collection of books, Chromebook, and other school property) 
[Schedule will be released with specific times to bring all items to the 
school building] 

 
June 2-5 Memory Wall, HS Gym Entrance, District Campus (Seniors will be 

encouraged to add handprints and personal messages to a memory wall 
to be displayed on graduation day) [Schedule will be released with 
specific times which will coincide with senior collection of resources] 

 
June 8-12 Senior Spirit Week (Details regarding celebrations each day will be 

communicated through Senior Class Officers…be on the lookout for 
highlights on social media, FCHS website, and school email) 
 
Academic/Sports Virtual Awards Ceremony (Date and time of 
video release to be announced) 

 
June 9, 10, & 11 Senior Delivery Days (Dr. Jacoby & Dr. Craig will stop by each  

Senior’s home to deliver a swag bag) 
 
June 12 Commencement, 11 AM – 8 PM, HS Gym, Entrance District Campus  

Individual Graduate Mini Ceremonies (sign up will be released in the 
morning on Tuesday, May 26th; each graduate may bring up to 14 
family/friend guests to their mini ceremony…all graduates and guests 
must wear face masks and adhere to all social distancing 
requirements…additional information will be forthcoming) 

 
 
 



District Administration, along with Senior Class Officers and the Senior Class Sponsor are  
still planning to hold a Senior Banquet (night of dinner and dancing) and prom of some 
type when restrictions are lifted to allow for groups larger than 25.  Due to the social 
distancing restrictions, these celebrations may extend into the 2020 holiday season 
(November/December), if necessary. We will do our best to hold before beginning of fall 
school semester; however, the county reopening phases will determine our timelines. 
  
**All activities set forth will encompass social distancing protocols, requirements, and 
procedures, please be understanding, flexible, and supportive as we adhere to our state 
and county mandates while celebrating our amazing and resilient Graduating Class.** 
 
It is with my distinct honor and pleasure, that I have watched each graduate of the Class of 
2020 grow and mature into remarkable young adults.  As our graduating seniors transition 
into the next phase of their lives, it is my wish for each and every one to explore, discover, 
and experience what the world has to offer.  As Dr. Seuss wrote, in the book Oh, the Places 
You’ll Go: 

  

	
	
	

I bid each and every member of the Class of 2020 a bright and hopeful future filled with 
happiness, love, and contentment. 
 
Congratulations on all your successes! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Jill M. Jacoby 
Superintendent of Schools 
Fort Cherry School District 


